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GCR  chairman  issues  progress  report 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Southern 
Baptists  must  be  gripped  anew  by  the  lost¬ 
ness  of  the  world,  repent  of  their  self-cen¬ 
teredness,  and  focus  their  local  churches 
on  taking  the  Gospel  to  those  who  have 
yet  to  hear,  the  chairman  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  Great 
Commission  Resurgence  (GCR)  Task 
Force  said  on  Feb.  22  to  the  SBC  Executive 
Committee  in  Nashville 

Toward  that  end,  Ronnie  Floyd,  pastor  of 
First  Church  in  Springdale,  Ar.,  presented  a 
progress  report  to  die  Executive  Committee 
on  the  task  force's  work  that  included  six 
components  of  a  vision  they  believe 
Southern  Baptists  will  rally  around  and 
experience  renewed  passion  for  the  Great 
Commission  —  making  disciples  of  all  die 
world's  people  groups. 

The  entire  progress  report  can  be  read  at 
www.pray4gcr.com. 

To  open  his  90-minute  presentation, 

a]  drew  on  Joel  2:12-17  to  deliver  a 
enge  about  the  need  for  urgent, 
wholehearted  repentance  If  Southern 
Baptists  are  to  participate  in  the  evange¬ 
listic  harvest  that  will  accompany  the  out¬ 
pouring  of  God'S  Spirit  in  the  last  days  — — * 
and  can  be  seen  already  beginning  in 
some  parts  of  the  world. 

"I  believe  with  all  my  heart  that  God  is 
calling  us  to  return  to  Him  now  in  deep 
repentance  of  our  sin,  in  brokenness  over 
our  sin,  denying  our  pride  and  selfishness 
and  returning  to  God  with  complete  humil¬ 
ity,"  Floyd  said.  "The  boasting,  ego  and 
pride  that  goes  on  in  our  lives,  our  church¬ 
es  and  our  denomination  is  unacceptable  to 
God.  The  disunity  in  our  churches  and  in 
our  denomination  is  so  wrong  and  sinful.  , 
We  need  to  repent  and  return  to  God. 

"With  Hwtoric  we  bemoan  our  dismal 
baptism  numbers,  our  declining  and 
plateaued  churches,  and  our  economic 
selfishness.  The  casting  of. criticism  has 
resulted  in  a  caustic  cynicism  that  just 
adds  to  our  rhetoric  and  writings,"  Floyd 
continued.  "We  attempt  to  treat  symp¬ 
toms  rather  than  the  root  issues  of  sin  and 
carnality.  The  rhetoric  needs  to  cease  and 
the  repentance  personally  and  corporate¬ 
ly  must  begin.  We  need  to  repent  of  our 
sins  and  return  to  God. 

"[WJe  realize  our  number  one  need  is  to 
return  to  God  in  deep  repentance  and  expe¬ 
rience  a  fresh  wave  of  His  Spirit  upon  our 
lives,  ministries  and  work  of  our  denomina¬ 
tion,"  Floyd  said.  "We  need  a  fresh  and 
compelling  vision  that  will  only  come  when 
we  are  right  with  Him." 

Southern  Baptists  need  to  understand 
the  "staggering"  lostness  of  North 
America  —  where  258  million  of  340  mil¬ 
lion  residents  are  estimated  to  be  lost  — 
and  the  entire  world  —  where  four  billion 
of  6.8  billion  people  have  little  to  no 
access  to  the  Gospel,  Floyd  said. 
Penetrating  such  massive  lostness 
requires  each  of  the  50,000-plus  Southern 
Baptist  churches  to  become  its  own  "mis- 
sional  strategy  center,"  Floyd  added. 

"If  we  do  not  begin  to  understand  the 
complexity  of  lostness  in  our  own  back¬ 


Floyd  presents  the  group’s  progress  report  to  th< 
Committee  on  Feb.  22  in  Nashville.  (BP  photo) 


Great  Commission  Resurgence  Task  Force  chairman  Ronnie 
progress  report  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Executive 


yard  and  strategize  to  reach  them,  the  lost¬ 
ness  will  never  be  penetrated  with  the 
Gospel,"  Floyd  declared.  "Business  as 
usual  and  what  we  are  doing  as  a  whole  is 
not  working.  It  is  said,  'Facts  are  our 
friends.'  This  is  true,  as  long  as  we  pay 
attention  to  the  facts  and  do  not  act  as 
though  they  are  non-existent.  If  we  deny 
the  present  reality  of  where  we  really  are, 
we  are  jeopardizing  our  future  an  a  the 
generations  who  will  follow  us.  We  need  to 
return  to  God  and  recommit  ourselves  to 
advancing  the  Gospel  to  all  generations." 

Floyd  said  he  hoped  the  progress  report 
the  task  force  was  bringing  would  be  "dear 
and  compelling"  as  it  unveiled  "some  of  the 
dungs  we  believe  need  to  be  done"  to  help 
Southern  Baptists  work  together  mote  faith¬ 
fully  and  effectively  to  advance  the  Gospel. 
At  tne  SBC  annual  meeting  in  Orlando  next 
June,  Floyd  said,  the  task  force  will  ask  the 
convention  "to  accept  this  vision,  endorse 
this  vision  and  champion  this  vision." 

Six  components 

The  six  components  of  the  task  force's 
vision  Floyd  presented  involve: 

•  Calling  Southern  Baptists  "to  rally 
towards  a  dear  and  compelling  missional 
vision  and  begin  to  conduct  ourselves  with 
core  values  mat  will  create  a  new  and 
healthy  culture  within  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention."  The  "missional  vision"  is  "as 
a  convention  of  churches...  to  present  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  every  person  in 
the  world  and  to  make  disdples  of  all  the 
nations."  The  eight  core  values  are  Christ- 
likeness.  Truth,  Unity,  Relationships  Trust, 
Future,  Local  Church  and  Kingdom 

•  Recommending  the  North  American 


Mission  Board  "prioritize  efforts  to  plant 
churches  in  North  America  and  to  reach  our 
nation's  cities  and  clarify  its  role  to  lead  and 
accomplish  efforts  to  reach  North  America 
with  the  Gospel."  The  North  American 
Mission  Board  needs  to  be  "reinvented  and 


and  under-served  people  s 
said.  The  plan  also  calls  for  r 


each  metropolitan  areas 
people  groups,"  Floyd 
calls  for  NAMB  to  assist 


entralize  onerati 
into  seven  regions  and  recommends  releas¬ 
ing  the  entity  from  "cooperative  agree¬ 
ments"  with  state  conventions  over  the 
course  of  four  years  to  free  up  money  for 
national  strategy. 

•  Requesting  Southern  Baptists  "entrust 
to  the  International  Mission  Board  the  min¬ 
istry  to  reach  the  unreached  and  under- 
served  people  groups  without  regard  to  any 
geographic  limitations."  "Globalization  has 
Rattened  the  world,"  Floyd  said.  "While 
years  ago  a  people  group  was  located  within 
a  specific  geographical  location,  this  is  no 
longer  reality.  Reality  today  is  that  these  peo¬ 
ple  groups  are  located  all  over  the  world, 
including  the  United  States....  Most  of  the 
586  people  groups  that  do  not  speak  English 
in  the  United  States  have  [IMB]  strategy 
coordinators  working  overseas  with  the 
same  groups.  With  geographical  limitations 
removed,  a  new  synergy  can  be  created  in 
international  missions.  Flwd  added:  "We 
believe  that  with  this  bold  and  needed 
change,  we  are  positioning  our  convention 
of  churches  for  a  major  evangelistic  harvest, 
(See  GCR.  page  2) 
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Baptists  gear  for  Chile  earthquake  reponse 


CONCEPCION,  Chile  (BP 
and  local  reports)  —  Southern 
Baptists  have  released  $50,000  for 
immediate  relief  needs  in  Chile, 
where  the  death  toll  has  dimbed 
past  700  in  an  earthquake  disas¬ 
ter  described  by  the  country's 
president  as  "without  parallel  in 
Chile's  history." 

A  Southern  Baptist  assess¬ 
ment  team  is  en  route  to  the 
country  for  dialogue  with  min¬ 
istry  partners  abcxit  needs  and 
on-the-g round  evaluation  of  the 
damage  caused  by  the  8.8- mag¬ 
nitude  earthquake  that  struck  tn 
the  pre-dawn  hours  of  Feb.  27. 

"We  are  confronting  an  emer¬ 
gency  without  parallel  in  Chile's 
history/'  Chile  President  Michelle 
Bachelet  told  reporters  Feb.  28.  In 
addition  to  the  700  people  known 
to  have  died  in  the  quake,  an  esti¬ 
mated  500,000  homes  were 
destroyed  or  badly  damaged. 
Some  towns  on  Chile's  coastline 
were  destroyed  when  a  tsunami 
wave  swept  in  after  the  quake. 

"A  total  of  more  than  two 
million  people  have  been  affect¬ 
ed,  by  the  earthquake,"  Bacheiet 
said.  Rescue  crews  are  search¬ 
ing  for  survivors  in  the  nibble 
of  toppled  buildings. 

"Southern  Baptist  missionary 
personnel  stationed  in  Chile 
began  assessing  die  situation 
almost  immediately  after  the 
quake,"  said  Terry  Lassiter,  the 
International  Mission  Board 
(JMB)  strategist  for  the  American 
Peoples  affinity  group. 

"An  initial  assessment  team 

made- .  up _ of  missionaries 

already  in  Chile  has  begun  eval¬ 
uating  conditions  and  needs," 
Lassiter  said.  "Other  personnel 
are  trying  to  find  routes  to 
return  to  fire  country.  Pray  that 
they  will  make  it" 

The  airport  in  the  capital  of 
Santiago  was  closed  m  the 
immediate  aftermath  of  the 


earthquake  but  has 
resumed  some  degree  of 
service,  according  to  news 
reports.  Roads  and  bridges 
in  the  country,  however, 
have  been  destroyed  or 
badly  damaged,  which  will 
complicate  transportation 
of  relief  supplies  and  work¬ 
ers. 

"It  was  a  terrifying  expe¬ 
rience,"  said  Phil  Brown,  a 
Southern  Baptist  mission¬ 
ary  who  lives  in  Santiago. 
“We  were  awakened  by  our 
bed  shaking  so  hard  it 
almost  threw  us  out.  We 
live  in  a  second  floor  apart¬ 
ment  but  ran  to  our  out¬ 
door  terrace,  ready  to  jump 
if  the  building  started  com¬ 
ing  apart  which  we  feared  ~ 
it  would. 

"After  the  longest  90  sec- 
onds  of  mv  life,  fire  shaking  1 


DOWN  TO  THE  GROUND  —  Residents  survey  damage  from  the 
8.8-masnitude  earthquake  that  struck  central  Chile  on  feb.  27.  The 
quake  hit  200  miles  southwest  of  the  capital,  Santiago,  and  the  epi¬ 
center  was  just  70  miles  from  Concepcion,  Chile's  second-largest 
city.  The  death  toll  continues  to  mount  and  now  stands  at  more  than 


~  city.  The  death  toll  continues  to  mount  and  now  stands  at  more  I 
Sfaswe^ufoShu^  700  (BP  Phot°  courtesV  of  'MB/Cenesis  Photos) 

cfiein  the  street  with  the  - 

other  people  in  our  building,''  “The  $50,000  released  from  the  reminders! 

God  was  gracious  in  protecting  Southern  Baptist  disaster  relief  felt  during 


God  was  gracious  in  protecting 
all  of  our  missionary  family  here 
Hours  have  passed  now  but  we 
are  still  jumpy.  Each  tremor  now 
gets  our  full  attention." 

Baptist  Global  Response 
(BGR)  has  dispatched  a  four- 
member  assessment  team  to 
Chile  that  is  expected  to 
assemble  March  2  and  start 
compiling  information  to  help 
them  determine  the  short-term 
and  long-term  response  need¬ 
ed  from  Southern  Baptists, 
said  Jim  Brown,  director  of 
BGR's  U.S.  office. 

The  assessment  effort  is  being 
led  by  Charles  Clark,  the  IMB 
cluster  strategy  leader  for  the 
area.  Also  serving  on  the  team  are 
representatives  of  fire  Southern 
Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Network 
from  the  state  conventions  of 
Texas  and  South  Carolina. 


fund  will  be  used  to  help  local 
Baptist  churches  meet  crisis 
needs  like  food,  water,  blankets, 
and  shelter;"  Brown  said.  When 
donations  are  made  to  Southern 
Baptist  disaster  relief  and  world 
hunger  funds,  100%  of  each 
donation  goes  to  meet  human 
needs.  Nothing  is  withheld  for 
administrative  costs. 

Southern  Baptist  personnel 
who  were  in  the  quake  zone  are 


physically,  just,  like  the 
Chileans  around  them,  Lassiter 
said.  "Many  of  our  people  are 
physically  and  emotionally 
exhausted  Those  who  five  in 
high-rise  apartment  buildings 
told  me  they  didn't  think  they 
were  going  to  survive." 

The  90  or  so  aftershocks  that 
have  occurred  are  continual 


reminders  of  the  horror  everyone 
felt  during  the  event  itself." 

Prayer  partners  should  focus 
not  only  on  people's  immediate 
physical  needs  but  also  on  the 
emotional  and  spiritual  dimen¬ 
sions  of  the  crisis,  Lassiter  added. 
"Please  pray  Fhilippians  4-7  for 
them:  'And  the  peace  of  God 
which  passes  all  understanding 
shall  keep  your  hearts  and  minds 
through  Christ  Jesus,'"  he  said. 

^  The  Missisappi  Baptist  Disaster^ 

Mississippi  ^aptisf^Conoention 
Board.  For  more  information  cm  the 
Haiti  and  Chile  earthquakes  disaster 
relief  response,  contact  the  depart¬ 
ment  at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601)  292- 
3334  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson 
(800)  748-1651,  ext.  334.  E-mail: 
ci orightOmbcborg. 
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Haitian  judge  delays  release  in  disputed  kidnapping  case  Stmpl^share  the fMourmg^ayer 


PORT-AU-PRINCE  (BP  and 
local  reports!  —  The  Haiti  judge 
overaeang  the  case  of  two  jailed  thing 


The  judge  told  Reuters  on 
Tuesday,  "Vre  haven't  found  any¬ 
thing  that  could  suggest  wrong- 


the  women  won't  be  released  this 
week  and  that  he  wants  to  obtain 
more  testimony  from  others. 

The  news  comes  two  days 
after  fire  judge  told  Reuters  the 
women  —  Laura  Silsby  and 
Charisa  Coulter  —  could  be  freed 
this  week  and  that  he  had  not 
found  any  wrongdoing.  That  still 
may  happen,  but  apparently  not 

The  Associated  Press  (AP) 
Thursday  quoted  Judge  Bernard 
Saint-VH  as  saying  he  wants  tot  in 
fire  words  of  AR  ask  "two  real 
estate  agents  and  a  pastor  from 
the  Dominican  Republic  to  testify 
in  Port-au-Prince  about  proper¬ 
ty"  the  women  "rented  to  set  up 
an  orphanage."  He  also  wants  to 
ask  questions  of  a  pastor  "and 
another  man"  from  a  border 
town,  AP  reported.  Saint-VU  said 
Ire  expects  to  rule  on  the  case  next 
week. 


thing  that  could  suggest  wrong¬ 
doing  on  the  part  of  fire 
Americans"  and  that  "they  could 
be  released  this  week." 

Silsby  and  Coulter  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  Central  Valley  Church,  a 
Southern  Baptist  church  in 
Meridian,  Idaho.  They  and  eight 
other  Baptist  volunteers  from 
Idaho  ana  Texas  were  arrested  on 
Jan.  29  on  charges  of  child  kid¬ 
naping  and  criminal  association 
when  they  tried  to  take  33  chil¬ 
dren  out  of  fire  earthquake-rav¬ 
aged  country  and  to  a  makeshift 
orphanage  in  the  Dominican 
Republic. 

They  allegedly  did  not  have 
fire  proper  paperwork.  Silsby 
and  fire  others  have  said  drey 
simply  were  trying  to  help  die 
children. 

The  other  eight  team  members 
were  released  mom  jail  on  Feb.  18 
and  are  bode  in  the  United  States, 
subject  to  recall  if  Haitian  author¬ 
ities  determine  they  need  more 


information  from  them.  Saint- Vil 
kept  Silsby  and  Coulter  in  jail 
because  he  had  further  questions 
for  them. 

The  freed  group  members 
are  Carla  Thompson  and 
Nicole  and  Corinna  Lankford 
of  Central  Valley  Church;  Paul 
Thompson,  his  son  Silas,  and 


Steve  McMullen  of  Eastside 
Church  in  Twin  Falls,  Idaho; 
Jim  Allen  of  Paramount 
Church  in  Amarillo,  Texas;  and 
Drew  Culberth  of  Bethel 
Church  in  Topeka,  Kan. 

Bethel  Church  is  the  only 
church  not  affiliated  with  fire 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 


Dozens  of  people,  including  a  Baptist  seminary  student,  are  killed 
when  riots  between  Christians  and  Muslims  broke  out  Feb.  21  in 
Kaduna,  Nigeria.  Seminary  classrooms,  the  administration  building, 
and  a  chapel  were  all  burned. 


Baptism  in  overseas  churches  related  to  Southern  Baptist  foreign  mis¬ 
sions  work  increased  149%  last  year;  reversing  a  three  year  decline 
Overseas  churches  baptized  227,437  new  believers  in  1969,  an  average  of 
one  baptism  every  two  minutes  somewhere  in  fire  world. 


The  first  statewide  Sunday  School  convention  since  1956  is  sched¬ 
uled  for  First  Church,  Meridian,  March  14  -  16,  with  1,000  expected 
to  be  in  attendance. 


L  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(7 have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(7  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  0 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  die  right  to  become 
children  of  Zod,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 
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Abortion’s  nasty  little  secrets 

Live  Action,  a  student-led,  pro-life  group, 
Feb.  23  released  a  new  video  showing  a 
Planned  Parenthood  employee  at  a 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  clinic  directing  an  alleged, 
14-year-old  girl  to  hide  her  boyfriend's  age 
in  seeking  to  obtain  an  abortion. 

The  employee,  who  identifies  herself  as 
Sonia,  is  caught  on  the  secretly  recorded 
to  perform  a  video  telling  a  young  woman  posing  as  a 

_ _  i  encouraged  pregnant  14  year  okt^You  don't  have  to  say 

the  clandestine  investigator  to  have  a  anything"  about  her  supposed  boyfriend's 
chemical,  or  drug-induced,  abortion,  age,  which  she  says  is  31.  Sonia  is  heard  say- 
according  to  The  Times.  ing  the  chance  of  a  report  to  public  officials 

Rutland  still  has  to  face  a  disciplinary  by  a  clinic  worker  "depends  on  the  person 
hearing  as  a  result  of  the  August  death  of  you're  disclosing  that  information  to.* 

—  ■  ‘  ‘  ‘  Hidden-camera  investigations  by  Live 

Action  have  caught  Planned  Parenthood 
employees  in  Alabama,  Arizona,  California, 
gated  by  Indiana,  and  Tennessee  seeking  to  cover  up 
■lease  by  alleged  child  sexual  abuse,  prompting  some 
w  i-  state  investigations.  Undercover  video 
by  the  released  in  December  showed  a  counselor  at 
•' — ** —  a  Planned  Parenthood  clinic  in  Appleton, 
Wis.,  providing  erroneous  information 

_ . _ . _  about  fetal  development. 

The  mother  of  four  died  after  she  was  "In  case  after  case.  Planned  Parenthood 
ured  during  an  abortion  at  a  Queens  din-  exempts  itself  from  its  legal  and  professional 
owned  by  Epstein,  the  New  York  Daily  obligations,"  said  Lila  Rose,  Live  Action's 
*ws  reported.  One  of  her  arteries  was  aco-  president  in  a  written  statement, 
n tally  cut  and  Nunez  went  into  cardiac  The  latest  Live  Action  video  is  available 
test  poboe  sources  told  the  newspaper.  online  at  http;/  /  wwwJiveactionorg. 

Operation  Rescue  President  Troy  Affiliates  of  Planned  Parenthood,  the 
>wman  said  of  Epstein's  dinic,  "Just  country's  leading abortionprovider,  per- 
e  look  at  the  A-l  Women's  Center  and  formed  more  than  305,000  abortions  in 
is  easy  to  guess  why  this  happened.  I  2007,  the  most  recent  year  for  which  sta- 
Mildn't  take  my  dog  there.  Nasty  little  tistics  are  available. 


Baptist  Building  in  Jackson  proves  anything,  Jan.  7,  Administrative  Law  Judge  James 
it  proves  that  Mississippi  Baptists  don't  just  Ahler  ordered  Rutland  to  stop  performing 
dislike  legalized  abortion,  they  despise  it  abortions.  The  Medical  Board  of  California 
Fhe,  why  would  they  fill  the  huge,  rein-  charged  Rutland  with  violating  the  judge's 
forced  container  with  50  million  pennies,  order  after  it  conducted  an  undercover  inves- 
each  representing  an  aborted  baby  in  the  tigabon.  The  Lo6  Angeles  Times  reported. 
US.  since  the  ghastly  procedure  was  legal-  Ahler  ruled,  however,  that  Rutland  fol- 
ized  by  the  country's  Supreme  Court  lowed  his  order  by  refusil 

It's  little  wonder  decent  people  find  surgical  abortion,  though 

abortion  so  deplorable.  In  addition  to  the  ‘L  - - -- 

horror  of  babies  being  ripped 
from  their  mothers'  bodies,  abor¬ 
tion  dinic  operators  and  doctors 
tend  to  be  the  bottom  feeders  of 
the  medical  profession.  In  Ying  then.  30,  during  a  second -trimester 
Jackson  alone,  one  abortion  doc-  abortion  at  a  San  Ciabnel,  Calif.,  clinic, 
tor  was  arrested  for  his  sexual  •  New  York 
attraction  to  infants  and  their  Salomon  Epstein 
soiled  diapers.  Another  had  his  the  state,  accordii  „ 

license  suspended  in  a  neighbor-  Operation  Rescue.  The  pro-life  organiza- 
ing  state  for  poor  medical  prac-  tion  said  it  was  notified  1 1 
bees  while  at  the  same  time  being  Department  of  Health  of  the  investigation 
investigated  for  tax  problems.  into  Epstein's  part  in  the  Jan.  25  death  of 
Baptist  Press  recently  pub-  Alexandra  Nunez. 

a  ■  mm  >*«  .1  /  l!  •  A...  _1 _ _ 


Editor's 

Notebook 


(continued  from  page  one)  — 

evolution  and  an  central  means  of 
I,  _  exponential  Great  Commission 


allocated  to  the  SBC  Executive  must  repent  of  our  sins  and 
Committee  for  Cooperative  return  to  God  in  order  to  see 
Program  promotion  and  stew-  this  great  movement  of  God," 
ardship  education.  The  pro-  Floyd  said.  "As  we  near  the 
posal  would  reduce  the  SBC  coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus,  we 
Operating  Budget  allocation  want  all  of  our  strategies  to 
of  3.40%  by  one  percentage  position  us  to  be  a  part  of  this 
point,  or  roughly  two  million  coming  great  Gospel  harvest, 
dollars,  and  aad  it  to  the  "We  believe  this  vision  we 
IMB's  budget,  currently  at  are  unfolding  to  you  tonight 
nearly  $320  million.  Calling  provides  major  momentum  for 
the  proposal  "both  symbolic  the  continuation  of  this  Great 


explosion  in >  church  planting."  and  establishing  a  broader  cate- 

•  Moving  the  primary  gory  of  "Great  Commission 
responsibility  for  Cooperative  Giving"  to  celebrate  aQ  the  finan- 
Program  promotion  and  stew-  dal  support  —  CP  giving  and 
ardship  education  ministry  designated  giving  —  local  con- 
assignments  from  the  gregabons  provide  for  Southern 
Executive  Committee  to  the  Baptist  missions.  "Wfe  are  not  rec- 
state  conventions.  Historically,  ommending  any  changes  to  the 


■-onvenbon,  time  in  our  history,  more  than  "However;  a  real,  long-lasting 
the  t»k  force  one-half  of  all  monies  that  Great  Commission  Resurgence 
irdi  to  work  come  from  our  churches  must  happen  personally,  as  well 
iving  more  through  the  SBC  Cooperative  as  in  our  churches,  and  in  all  of 
Cooperative  Program  will  go  to  the  reach-  our  Southern  Baptist  local  aseo- 
same  time,  ingot  the  nations...  We  believe  dations,  state  conventions  and 
i  believe  our  this  is  a  great  move  forward  national  entities.' 

Uate  cotiven-  and  we  need  to  do  all  we  can  The  Orlando  meeting  "can 
ntibes  should  to  reach  the  nations."  become  a  watershed  moment 

r  amount  a  ,  for  the  reaching  of  the  nations/' 

■trough  the  Watershed  moment'  Floyd  concluded.  "May  June 

ram.  In  the  The  task  force  will  release  its  15-16,  2010,  be  foe  moment  that 
desired  core  final  report  May  3,  m  anhdpation  will  define  foe  future  for  gener- 
uty  we  need  of  presenting  it  to  messengers  to  afions  to  come  and  show  that 
i  love  for  foe  foe  SBCs  June  15-16  annual  Southern  Baptists  are  a  unified 
meeting  in  Orlando,  Fla.,  Floyd  people,  Bible-based,  Gospel- 
ercentage  of  sad.  In  foe  meantime,  he  said,  centered  and  set  on  fire  by  foe 
pram  runds  Southern  Baptists  must  individu-  Holy  Spirit  believing  we  must 
^  owporately  turn  to  God.  join  together  like  never  before 

n  the  2011-  0^1*  Imow  our  greatest  in  presenting  foe  Gospel  of 

0  51  percent  need  b  for  a  mighty  spiritual  Jesus  Christ  to  every  person  in 
increase  in  revival  to  sweep  through  our  foe  world  and  to  make  disciples 
i  previously  churches  across  this  nabon.  We  of  all  foe  nations."  : 
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Jest  For  the  Record 


Bivo  music  course  offered  at 

JACKSON  (Special) 

Music  Leadership 


beginning  March  23  (6:30-8:30 
p.m.)  LuAnne  Ford,  teacher. 
(662)  728-6272. 

•  First  Church,  Greenwood, 
beginning  March  23  (6:30-8:30 
p.m.)  Barry  Bouchillon, 
teacher.  (662)  897-3075. 


Music  Leadership  Training 
School  will  begin  the  fourth  of 
eight  courses  at  six  locatiora  in 
Mississippi  sponsored  by  the 
Church  Music  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  in  cooperation  with 
Providence  Learning  Center  of 
New  Orleans  Seminary. 

Reading 

Harmony /Melod 


churches.  The  cycle  of  courses 
is  scheduled  over  a  two-year 
•  Broadmoor  Church,  period.  Each  course  is  inde- 
Madisoa  beginning  March  22  pendent  and  has  no  prerequi- 

(6:00-8.-00  par  " - *"'**  -  ■  km 

Music:  teacher  (601) 

.  ly  will  meet  •  Nort 

6  a  week  for  two  hours  for  Meridian,  be 
consecutive  weeks  at  the  (6:30-8:30  p.n 
lowing  locations  and  times:  teacher.  (601) 

•  First  Church,  Booneville,  •  Eastl 

r— - - - - -  Brookhaven, 

29  (7-9  p.m' 

I  teacher.  (601) 


Christians  in  northern  Iraq  continues  to  intensify  daily 
as  the  country' s  March  7  parliamentary  elections 
draw  closer. 

A  Christian  man  and  his  two  ccr;  :v 
dered  on  Feb.  23  in  Mosul  when  armed 
stormed  their  home,  news  services  reported,  from 
Eight  Christians  have  been  killed  in  the  dty  in  the  todei 
past  two  weeks. 

The  violence  is  worsening  the 

Christians  from  the  country,  said  tmu  srunxxm  Christians,  even  though  they  made  up  lesi 
Nona,  the  Chaldean  archbishop  of  Mosul  four  percent  of  the  population,  according 

am>rdini>  In  nrare  ivnnrta  _  I|l  l  .  .  ° 


and  al -Qaeda  extremists  are  fighting  for  control 
The  country's  minority  Chnstian  community 
sons  were  mur-  often  is  targeted  by  the  factions,  perhaps  by 

— - 1  gunmen  Kurds  or  Arabs  who  want  to  intimidate  them 

— — *  voting  or  by  a  I -Qaeda  militants  who  want 
to  derail  the  Mann  7  election.  Iraqi  law  reserves  a 
small  quota  of  seats  in  parliament  for  Christians 
itof  Iraqi  More  than  40%  ot  all  Iraqi  refugees  are 
Shimoun  Christians,  even  though  they  made  up  less  than 

_  1,  .  - r  — - -  .ww*  w«  uk  pvuuiauuii  akuiiuilBf  tD  the 

aaord^  to  news  reports.  United  Nations  High  Commissioner  for 

KiVCTy  d*^1' to  bve. m  •*“  tand  <*  Refugees.  Iraq's  Chaldean  Assyrians;  who  are 

bon,  Nona  nfcL'It  is  pamc,  panic  always.  The  the  country's  indigenous  people,  numbered 
Chnsbans  don  t  know  what  wul  happen  to  them,  about  one  million  when  Saddam  Hussein  was 
It  »  die  same  everywhere  —  in  the  office,  at  deposed  in  2003,  according  to  the  U.S. 
school  or  even  at  home.  They  don't  know  if  Department  of  State 

-  An  estimated  400,000  Christians  have  been 

Rahra^  who  was  forced  to  flee  the  country  since  then,  and  many  of 
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Nona 


Noxapater  Church,  Noxapater,  has  called  Trent  Bilbo  as  past) 
Shown  are  Bilbo,  his  wife  Renee,  daughter  Lydia,  and  son  Naths 

Pleasant  Valley  Church.  Mendenhall  has  called  Adam  Wyatt 

pastor.  Shown  are  Wyatt  his  wife  Laurie;  and  daughter  Abigal 


Bricks  are  being  sold  in 
honor  of  and  in  memory  of 
any  veterans  by  New  Zion 
Church,  Braxton,  with  the 
bricks  to  be  used  in  a 
memorial  walkway.  Bricks 
are  $50,  with  the  veteran's 
name  and  branch  of  service 
engraved  on  the  brick. 
Orders  are  due  by  Apr.  15. 
For  information,  call  (601) 
847-2822. 


2.  Bayou 
Gulfpc 
riage  conference  Mar.  26  - 
28  with  a  showing  of  the 
movie.  Fireproof,  on 
Friday;  a  Saturday  seminar, 
God  on  Marriage  and 
Family,  presented  by  Daniel 
L.  Akin,  and  the  Sunday 
morning  message  by  Akin. 

3.  The  WMU  Of  First  Church, 
Ripley,  made  171  dresses 
for  the  Children  Hemmed 
in  Prayer  Ministry.  The 
dresses  will  be  given  to 
children  around  the  world 
by  missionaries  and  mis¬ 
sion  teams.  Shown  are  the 
participants. 

4.  Robinhood  Church, 
Brandon,  recently  ordained 
three  new  deacons.  Shown 
are  Ronnie  Short,  deacon 
chairman  Tommy  Henry, 
Charles  Long,  Wayne 
Wallace,  and  pastor  Sam 
Taylor.  Shown  are  the  dea¬ 
cons  and  pastor. 


View  Church, 
is  hosting  a  mar- 


2.  The  Bilbos 


3.  The  Wyatts 
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Keep  Moving 


.1:  I ( Directions 

staying  in  a  large  hotel  that  had  a 

mb'  A 

those  revolving  doors  where  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 

you  walk  up  and  push  and  it  1 

goes  around,  it  was  automatic,  marching  forward,  unstop-  go  a  fishing!"  Whether  for 
When  you  walked  in,  it  started  pabie,  and  unshakable.  Yet  at  just  a  moment  or  for  a  recom- 
tuming,  and  you  simply  kept  times,  the  church  takes  on  a  mitment  to  going  back  to  his 
moving.  It  should  have  bunker  mentality  and  acts  as  earlier  life,  he  heads  off  to  the 
worked  that  way,  except  1  ran  though  God  has  called  us  to  fishing  boats  and  one  by  one 
into  a  problem.  Halfway  hunker  down  and  tower  in  the  other  disciples  said,  "We 
through  the  rotation  that  would  some  safe  shelter  to  cringe,  will  go  with  you  "  One  man 
get  me  out  the  door  came  to  a  shake,  and  barely  move.  stopped  moving  forward  with 

screeching  halt.  There  I  was  No,  no,  that  is  not  us!  The  Jesus  and  the  rest  of  them 
stopped  in  my  tracks  and  going  church  is  made  to  move  into  a  said,  "We  will  stop  following 
nowhere.  Then  a  voice  came  world  that  is  hurting  and  to  Him  too."  It  is  nearly  always 


1BLIOCIPHER 

)  By  Charles  Mex.  1932  2004 
O  2005 


UEQ  YLO  DITMSLP 


The  author  can  be  contacted  at 


jfutralGmbcb.org. 


YTI,  UEQ  HIUWWOQ 
LAG  AE  YHUQQCAES 
VCTPLOY,  UEQ  CUAQ 
LAG  AE  U  GUESOI; 


EMMANUEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH  M 

Gaeenville.  MS  is  setting  Gocfc  man  for 
our  MHime  toutfi  Rater  Haitian.  VW 
ate  a  contemporary  styled  Southern 
Baptist  church  In  heart  of  to  Delta. 
Send  resumes  to  MBte  Robinson,  3600 
Glendale  Road,  Greenville,  MS  38703 
LEMOVNE  ElVD.  BAFTBT  CHURCH, 
Biloxi,  s—klng  Minister  at  Music. 
Traditional  and  blended  services. 
E-mail  resumes  to  Ian  Goss. 
kjgoss599aol.com. 


DOVUMYO  PLOIO  HUY 


ET  ITTG  NTI  PLOG  AE 


CMBO  PHT:  YOZOE 


THE  SEARCH  COMMITTEE  Of  THE 
Tennessee  Baptist  Foundation. 
Brentwood,  Tennessee  is  soliciting 
resumes  for  the  position  of  Piesidem- 
Treasurer.  College  degree,  five  yean 
experience  in  finance  related  work. 
Supervisory  experience.  Committed 
Christian  active  in  a  church  affiliated 
with  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention.  Energetic  self  starter. 
Interested  persons  contact  George 
Gibson,  100  Coventry  Wynde. 
Kingsport  TN  37664,  423.288.8962 


Issrasd  la  Hir>  revolving  just  a  thought  or  an  observa- 

door  waa  that  one  person  can  tion.  I  have  observed  a  spin- 
stop  a  whole  lot  of  other  peo-  tual  truth  through  the  years, 
pie.  It  is  pretty  amazing  to  Often  a  spiritual  awakening,  a 
watch  how  this  works  in  a  work  of  Clod  in  a  church,  or  a 
group  of  peoDle  and  especially  renewed  energy  to  do  the 
in  church  folks.  A  group  of  Lord's  v.’prtt  hinges  on  one 
people  on  mission  with  Jesus  person  responding  to  His 
can  be  so  excited  about  some  voice  to  keep  moving.  Get 
opportunity,  some  activity,  or  your  heart  in  gear,  your  feet 
some  mission  for  and  with  in  place,  and  let  the  Lord  take 
Jesus,  and  one  single  voice,  you  where  He  wants  you  to 
one  person  can  lock  nis  or  her  be  and  do  what  He  wants  you 
heels  and  like  with  the  revolv-  to  do. 

big  dope  it  stops  and  every-  Many  of  you  who  read  this 
bodydfeaaea  to  move.  might  be  luce  me  and  think 

In  tne  New  Testament,  it  is  that  you  do  not  have  any 
interHE^sgj  to  see  in  John  21  influence  over  anyone  else, 
where  _one  man  who  had  Your  life  moving  in  the  will  of 
^ Come  that  °f  *he  fishing  trade  God  will  not  make  any  impact 
to  follow  Jesus  announces,  "I  on  anyone  else.  You  think 


BETSY'SLILCABIN*YAHOO.COM 
at  Lake  Lincoln.  $250.00  weekly, 
$60.00  nightly,  601-643-8817  or 

601-940-6841. _ 

GATUNBURG  CONDO  FOR  RENT: 
2  bd/2ba,  full  kitchen,  walk  to 
pkwy.  $70/nite.  832-922-0401/ 

Ptfjw476QOaM.net _ _ _ 

NORMS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 
Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  662  453-7424  or  fax  us  at 

662-455-6743. _ 

HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 
Meridian.  Design,  fabrication, 
repair.  Fax  illustrations  to  601-483- 


said,  if  vou  are  not  t 
move  then  don't  gtinal 
When  Jesus  spoke  to> 
disciples  and  said,  "Ui 
rock  I  will  build  my  ehu 


GULF  SHORES  VACA1 


information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at 
601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290. 


HOME* 

Winter  special  $275/wk.  Spring 
Special  $425/wk.  Including  cleaning 
fees.  Sleeps  12.  Call  225-241-5667 


1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong.  v 

More  than  1100  churches  throughout  Mississippi  put 
their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  comprehensive 
insurance  services  including  property,  general,  and  specif* 
liability,  vehicle,  workers  compensation,  and  other  coverage: 

Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized 
for  your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates 

. . . . j _ 


FOR  REST  RATES  ON:  MEDICARE 
supplement*.  Major  Medical  6 
Group  Health  Insurance  plans  as 
well  as  home  and  auto.  Call  Turner 
Insurance,  1 -BOO-541 -81 96  or  visit 
www.turnerinsuranceonline.com. 


STAINED  GLASS:  NEW  WINDOWS 

and  repairs.  Hopper  Stained  Glass, 

Jackson,  601-502-0202-  _ 

CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FRFF 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
nis  (601-776-6617. 


SEBREN'S  SIDING,  JACKSON, 
Christian  owned.  All  home  improvements, 
vinyl  siding,  windows,  metal  and  shingle 
roofs,  patio  covers,  screen  and  glass 
rooms.  601-992-2092,  Don  6  Rita 
Sebren,  owners. 


„  the  church  aa  being  a 
mighty  rock  or  stone  against 
which  this  world  would  come 
crashing.  He  described  the 
church  as  a  mighty  army 


958  or  call  800-368  2 70S 


LaIv  1 1 1 E-4  0  I 


v\\ 


(Direct 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Jisi  For  mi  Rfcord 


14.  Roberts  and  Wright 


New  Mexico.  The  team  of 
about  25  is  sponsored  by  the 
Pike  Association.  Shown  are 
Shari  Mancuso,  Jerry  Van, 
Lynn  Wells,  and  pastor 


BAPTISTS 


12  Mask's  Creek  Church, 
Summit,  recognized  Willie 
A.  Hodges  for  52  years  of 
service  as  deacon.  Shown  are 
Louise  Hodges,  Hodges,  and 
pastor  Mike  Alexander. 


13.  First  Church,  Nettleton, 
held  its  Valentine  Banquet 
Feb.  14.  Mr  and  Mis.  Billy 
Hawkins  were  crowned  Irira 
and  queen  in  honor  of  their 
59  years  of  marriage.  Shown 
are  the  Hawkins 

14  Alois  Roberts,  Morgantown 
Church,  Natchez,  is  shown 
receiving  a  certificate  for 
reading  through  the  Bible  in 
2009.  This  is  the  13th  consec¬ 
utive  year  Roberts  has  com¬ 
pleted  this  task.  Shown  are 
Roberts  and  pastor  Ed 
wngnt. 

15.  The  GAs  and  RAs  of  Branch 
Church,  Morton,  recently 


Long  Insecurity  Conference 
Apr.  24  9  im,  via  simulcast 
at  the  church's  Reservoir 
campus.  Tickets  are  $15, 
including  lunch,  and  are 
available  at  The  Source  book¬ 
store  at  the  church's  campus, 
online  at  www.theaouiceat- 
pinelake.org,  or  at  LifeWay 
Christian  Bookstore,  Jackson. 
For  more  information  call  the 
church  at  (601)  829-4500  or 
visit  www.pinelake.org/ 
bethmoore. 

Shelton  Church,  Moselle,  is 
celebrating  the  completion  of 
its  new  educational  building 
with  a  dedication  service 
Mar  7, 9  ajn. 


hosting  a  churchwide 
garage  sale  Mar.  6,  7  a.m  - 
noon,  with  proceeds  going 
toward  their  youth  mis¬ 
sion  trip  to  Canada  in 
2011.  Chicken  plates  will 
be  available. 

24.  ML  Zion  Church,  Rankin 
County,  will  host  the 
Chuck  Wagon  Gang  in 
concert  Mar.  7,  6  p.m.  A 
love  offering  will  be 
received. 

25.  West  End  Church,  West 
Point,  will  present  the 
Easter  drama  and  musical 
Pm  Forgiven  Apr.  2  7  pan., 
and  Apr.  4  10  a.m. 


Ik  First  Church,  Plantersville 


15.  Branch  Church,  Morton 
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12.  Moak's  Creek  Church,  Summit 


16,  The  children  of  First  Church, 
Plantersville,  held  a 
Valentine's  Banquet  recently 
Shown  are  the  participants 


17.  A  mission  team  horn  Central 
Church,  McComb,  is  pro¬ 
viding  about  300  handmade 
dolls  to  be  snven  to  the 


18.  First  Church,  Byhalia,  hon¬ 
ored  John  B.  Going  with  a 
plaque  for  serving  49years 
as  aturch  treasurer.  Shown 
are  Waurene  Going  and 
Going. 


19.  Calvary  Church,  ML  (Hive, 


will  be  having  their  church 
dedication  Apr  25,  10  ajn., 
followed  by  noon  lunch,  spe¬ 
cial  music  and  guest  speak- 


20.  Glendale  Church,  Glen  is 

:  a  women's  confer- 


!*&:• 


begins  at  8  ajn.  and  ends  at  3 
pan.  Cost,  $12  pre-registra¬ 
tion;  $15  at  the  door.  Indudes 
lunch.  For  information,  call 
(662)  287-8456  or  286-6349. 


21.  Pinelake  Church,  Brandon, 
is  hosting  Beth  Moore's  So 


18.  The  Goings 


Jisi  For  i  hi  Ri  cord 


1.  Hollandalc  Church,  HolUndalc 


3.  Beulah  Church,  Newttm  County 


1.  Hollandalc  Church, 
Hollandalc,  held  a  ladies' 
Valentine  brunch.  Shown 
are  the  participants. 


Preston,  ordained  Lowell 
Goodin  and  Steve  Triplett 
as  deacons  Jan.  17.  Shown 
are  Lowell  Goodin,  Steve 
Triplett,  and  pastor  Vemell 
Daniels. 

3.  Beulah  Church,  Newton 
County,  recognized  those 
with  perfect  attendance  in 
Sunday  School.  Shown  are 
Neal  Motley,  40  years; 
Laveme  Chaney,  32  years; 
Will  Motley,  32  years; 
Barbara  Harrison,  27  years; 
and  Elton  Bryan,  16  years. 

4.  Pulaski  Church,  Pulaski, 
presented  Away  in  A 
Manger  Dec.  20.  Shown, 
front  row,  are  Ben  Kelly, 
Blake  Kelly,  and  Brittany 
Kelly;  center  row,  J.C. 
Powell,  Faith  Breland,  and 
Maysen  Cockroft;  back 
row,  Presley  Cockroft  and 
Madyson  Warren. 

5.  Retired  pastor  Thomas 

Jewell  Wood,  a  Tylertown 
native  now  of  Meridian, 
has  published  a  book  on 
salvation  entitled  God’s 
Encounter  with  Man,  or 
Divine  Encounter 

(Crossbooks  Publishing). 
Wood,  8A  is  currently  pas¬ 
tor  emeritus  at  Briarwood 
Church,  Meridian.  The 
book  sells  for  $12  and  is 
available  at  TVlertown 
Church  (601 -($76-4211), 
New  Zion  Church,  Walthall 
County,  (876-3248),  or  mail 
$12  to  .Wood  at  293 
Driftwood  Dr.,  Meridan, 
MS  39305. 


;.f 


4.  Pulaski  Church,  Pulaski 


6.  First  Church,  Sardis,  cele¬ 
brated  their  165th  anniver¬ 
sary  Nov.  7-8,  with  activi¬ 
ties  including  a  carnival, 
banquet,  music,  skits,  and 
special  worship  services. 
Shown  is  the  Pearl  Quartet. 

7.  The  5th  grade  GAs  of 

Fairview  Church, 

Columbus,  made  dolls  to 
send  girls  in  Haiti.  The 
dolls  nave  salvation  neck¬ 
laces  on  that  missionaries 
can  use  to  share  Christ. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 

8.  The  Timeless  Treasures  of 

Holcomb  Church, 

Grenada  County,  present¬ 
ed  stuffed  animals  to  the 
Grenada  Lake  Medical 
Center  -  Pediatric 
Department  on  Feb.  4. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 

9.  Calvary  Church,  New 
Augusta,  will  host  its 
annual  Turner  Memorial 
Day  service  Mar.  14. 

10.  Hillcrest  Church,  New 


a  ladies' 


Albany,  is  hosting 
conference  Mar.  26 


hiring  Kay  DeKalb  Smith. 
Tickets,  $10  through  Mar. 
24;  $15  at  the  door.  Tickets 
can  be  purchased  at  the 
Union  County  Association 
office,  or  for  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (662)  534-3940. 

11.  The  Witnessing  Through 
Media  Awards  Banquet 
and  Workshops  will  be 


at  Colonial 


292-3378  or  toll  free  out 


5.  Wood 


k  First  Church,  Sardis 


7.  Fairview  Church,  Columbus 


8.  Holcomb  Church,  Grenada  County 


V'? 


March  4, 


Land  pleads  for  America's  future,  points  to  judgment 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  — God 
is  willing  to  bring  revival  in 
America,  but  Christians  must 
repent  and  return  to  Him, 
Southern  Baptist  ethidst  Richard 
Land  said  at  an  In  God  We  Thist 
Conference  hosted  by  Grove 
Avenue  Church  in  Richmond,  Va. 

"[TJhere's  nothing  in  my  Bible 
that  says  that  we  can't  have 
another  revival"  Land,  president 
of  die  Southern  Baptist  Ethics  & 


pie  who  have  been  revived  and 
the  lost  people  who  have  been 


Religious  unerty  commission  in 
Nashville,  told  attendees. 
"There's  nothing  in  my  Bible  that 
says  we  can't  have  another  awak¬ 
enings  There's  nothing  in  my 
Bible  that  says  we  can't  have 
another  reformation.'' 

The  good  news  is,  whether 
America  has  a  future  worth  hap¬ 
pening  doesn't  depend  on  the 
tost  people.  It  depends  on  what 
the  saved  people  do." 

Land  noteo,  "All  great  move¬ 
ments  of  God  start  with  God's 
people  getting  right  with  God, 


saved  apply  the  truths  of 
Scnptuie  to  the  evils  in  their  soci¬ 
ety,  you  have  a  reformation,  and 
that's  what  we  must  have." 

The  United  States  "is  at  a  fork 
in  the  road,"  Land  said,  "and  it  is 
not  a  fork  in  the  road  that  goes 
left  or  right.  It  is  a  fork  in  the  road 
that  goes  up  or  down...  We  have 
God-sized  problems  that  only 
God  can  solve." 

'These  problems  such  as  abor¬ 
tion,  fatherless  families,  and  the 
divorce  rate  among  Christians, 
have  occurred  despite  growth  in 
the  evangelical  church,  *ne  said. 

"We  have  seen  over  the  la6t  40 
years  an  unprecedented  upsurge 
m  evangelical  Christianity  and 
with  it  a  decline  in  the  morals  of 
the  nation.  That  seems  incongru¬ 
ous,"  he  said. 

I  would  put  it  to  you  that 
by  every  measure  we  could 


Cclll  lo  register 
or  request  .1  free 
c  olor  tiroi  Imre! 


people  getting  right  with  God,  take,  there  are  more  bom- 
and  when  God's  people  get  right  again  Christians  —  people 
with  God,  k*t  people  notice."  who  understand  what  it  means 
"When  saved  men  are  loving  to  believe  in  Jesus  Christ  the 
their  wives  as  Christ  loved  the  resurrected  Savior  as  their  per 
church,  people  notice.  When  sonal  Savior  and  they're  trust- 
we”!*  loving  our  neighbors  as  ing  Him  and  Him  alone  for  sal- 
nuraelvea,  lost  people  notice,  and  vation  —  than  at  any  time  in 
they  want  to  know  what's  hap-  my  lifetime,  and  yet  our  sod- 
pened  to  us,  and  as  we  explain  it  ety  has  gone  down  in  virtually 
to  them,  lost  people  start  getting  every  moral  area  I  can  think  of 
saved,  and  that's  called  an  awak-  but  two,"  he  said,  dting  racism 
erring  and  when  the  saved  peo-  and  sexism  as  the  exceptions. 


In  reviewing  what  has  hap¬ 
pened  over  the  last  four  decades, 
Land  said."  ...we  have  to  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  instead  of 
being  salt  and  light,  we  have 
been  salted  and  Et  Society  has 
influenced  us  more  than  we've 
influenced  society." 

Land  told  conference  partici¬ 
pants,  "The  most  dangerous 
place  an  American  has  ever  been 
was  in  his  mother's  womb 
between  1973  and  today.  There's 
a  33%  fatality  rate,  and  let's  be 
honest,  it  couldn't  have  contin¬ 
ued  without  at  least  the  acquies¬ 
cence  of  bom-again  Christians. 
There  are  too  many  of  us." 

"What' s  happened  to  America 
over  the  last  40  years  could  not 
have  happened  if  the  pulpits  of 
the  nation  were  aflame  with  the 
fire  of  the  righteousness  of  God." 

After  speaking  on  2 
Chrowdes  7:14  Feb.  13,  Land 
offered  "God's  roadmap  for  a 
person,  for  a  family,  for  a  church, 
lor  a  community,  for  a  country 
that  finds  itself  for  from  God." 

Preaching  from  Jeremiah, 
chapters  2  through  5,  Land  «a«H 
Christians  must  "remember 
what  it  was  like  when  it  was  right 
between  God  and  His  people;" 
"realize  when  it's  not  that  way 
anymore,"  return  "to  the  foot  of 
the  cross,"  repent  and  experience 
reconciliation,  or  "reckon  on  the 
judgment  that  win  come." 


ABORTION  PROUST  —  Richard  Land  (left),  president  of  the 
Souhem  Baptist  Ethics  &  Religious  Uberty  Commission  in  Nashville, 
speaks  with  Laura  Allred  (center)  and  her  mother  Emily  Zavala  during 
a  recent  prayer  and  protest  rally  in  Houston,  Texas,  over  what  organiz¬ 
ers  say  will  be  the  nation's  largest  abortion  dinic.  Allred  is  founder  and 
director  of  Captured,  a  rmorslry  to  young  women,  especially  minorities, 
the  largest  demographic  group  having  abortions  (BP  photo) 


"If  God  will  send  the  Jews 
into  a  Babylonian  captivity. 
He  will  judge  America,'*  Land 
said.  "I  believe  we  have  seen 
some  of  that  judgment,  but  it 
is  but  a  harbinger.  It  is  but  a 
warning.  It  is  but  a  mere 
shadow  of  that  which  will 
come'  if  Christians  do  not 
return  to  God. 


“The  good  news  is  there  is 
returning;.  There  is  repentance. 
There  is  reconbliatkxv*  he  said. 

Other  speakers  at  file  confer¬ 
ence,  a  ministry  of  Grove 
Avenue  Church,  were  David 
Barton,  president  of  Wall 
Builders;  and  Craig  Parshall, 
senior  vice  president  for  the 
National  Religious  Broadcasters. 


At  Coleman  Coliseum  on  the  rampus 

of  the  University  of  Alabama  in  Tuscaloosa  Alabama* 
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r  with  2  days  of  Biblical 
its,  strong  spiritual 
ICt,  exciting  surprise 
ranees  and  Christian 
ship— all  in  a 
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Charles  Billingsley 


i  s  Conference  Is  not  aMiated  w«h.  or  endorsed  by.  the  University  o I 
with  the  Early  Bird  Discount  applied.  Standard  lodging  tor  one  night 


(BP)  —  Southern  Baptist  Ethics  &  morality  is  essential  to  limit-  While  different  elements  of  priceles 

rnserva-  Religious  Liberty  ed  government,  social  conser-  the  conservative  movement  liberty 

Kliment  Commission  (ERLC),  Kathryn  vatives  that  unlimited  gov-  may  have  differing  emphases,  Declara 

tutional  J.  Lopez  of  National  Review,  emment  is  a  threat  to  moral  we  share  these  first  princi-  and  the 

firming  Tony  Perkins  of  the  Family  self-government,  and  national  pies.  There  is  more  that  unites  The 
vement:  Research  Council,  Grover  security  conservatives  that  us  than  divides  us.'  mentior 

national  Norquist  of  Americans  for  Tax  energetic  but  responsible  gov-  The  Mount  Vernon  social  it 

Reform,  Edwin  Feulner  of  the  emment  is  the  key  to  Statement  does  not  mention  or  sam< 

Vernon  Heritage  Foundation,  and  Ed  America's  safety  and  leader-  any  political  parties  or  politi-  does  01 

a  news  Meese,  attorney  general  ship  role  in  the  world.'  cians  but  it  does  criticize  could  a| 

’  at  the  under  President  Reagan.  A  Constitutional  conser-  those  who  "insist  that  The 

y  and  A  complete  list  of  signees  is  vatism  "based  on  first  princi-  America  must  change"  and  by  listii 

i,  Va.  —  available  at  www.the-  pies"  supports  social,  economic,  'cast  off  the  old  and  put  on  a  Const 

George  mountvemonstatement.com.  and  national  security  conser-  the  new."  During  his  cam^  "based 

nodeled  "A  Constitutional  conser-  vatism,  the  document  contends,  paign  President  Obama  uti-  leads  t 

Land,  president  of  the  lized  die  word  "change"  in  meanini 

Ethics  A  Religious  Liberty  speeches  and  commercials.  •  "It 

Commission,  applauded  the  "Isn't  this  idea  of  change  limited  g 
Mount  Vernon  Statement.  an  empty  promise  or  even  a  rule  of  u 

"The  Mt.  Vernon  Statement  dangerous  deception?"  the  •  "II 

'  ■’  document  asks.  *The  change  place  ol 

we  urgently  need,  a  change  Amerio 
consistent  with  the  American  •  "It 
ft  is  ideal,  is  not  movement  away  prise,  d 
from  but  toward  our  found-  neur,  a 
ing  principles.  At  this  impor-  groundi 
tant  time,  we  need  a  restate-  •  "II 
ment  of  Constitutional  con-  nation 
Pounding  documents,  servatism  grounded  in  the  freedorr 


fives  through  the  natural 
fusion  provided  by  American 
principles,"  according  to  the 
document,  which  points  con¬ 
tinually  to  the  Declaration  of  is  a  superb  summary  of  the 
Independence  and  the  U.S.  first  principles  that  unite  con- 
Consfitufion.  "It  reminds  eco-  servatives  of  various  stripes 
nomic  conservatives  that  in  America,"  Land  said 

important  for  conservatives 

to 

I  as  the  nation,  where  tneir  first 
lies  come  from,  namely 


Chorale  will  perform  in  concert 
hurch  of  Columbia.  The  prima- 
pus,  the  Chorale  is  directed  by 
ifusic  Mark  Malone.  Kathy  Vail, 

d.  - - _ J  _ I _ 1.4 


icert  in  the  fellow-  1.  Holly  Springs  Church,  Brookhaven:  Homecoming,  Mar. 
nert  and  reception  21;  Sunday  School,  9  JO  a.m.,  followed  by  a  business  meet- 

01)  318-6192.  ^  ing  and  music  by  Gloryland;  covered  dish  lunch. 

education  major  2.  East  Fork  Church,  Smithdale:  Revival,  Mar.  7  -  10;  Sun.,  11 
i  nominees  for  the  a.m.,  followed  by  dinner  on  the  grounds  and  afternoon  ser- 

■ar  Award  and  as  a  Vice; "Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  pm.;  Preston  Nix,  speaker;  Timothy 

luncheon  in  San  Freeny,  music  and  pastor, 
scharged  disabled 

Umy  before  being  3.  Port  Gibson  Church,  Port  Gibson:  Revival,  Mar.  7  - 10;  Sun., 
his  exemplary  ser-  11  a.m.;  Mon.  —  Wed.,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Don  Lum,  speaker, 
fork,  an  organiza- 

ibled  veterans.  4.  River  Bend  Church,  Aberdeen:  Revival,  Mar  7  -  10;  Sun., 
1030  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  W.D.  "Step" 
College  Itawamba  Martin,  speaker;  Price  Harris,  music;  Roy  McHenry,  pastor. 


University 


fsee 

CONSULTATION 

601-317-2536 


.7  Time  qf Heriral  and  Henetra! 
Saturday,  March  0th  &  Sunday,  March  7th 
Providence  Baptist  Church 
7A  Providence  Road  •>  Ja, yea*,  MS  39641 
Call  (601)  794-7836  for  more  info. 
Registration  begins  at  10am  on  March  6th 
No  Registration  Costs  ♦  Door  Prizes  will  be  given. 
Complimentary  Lunch  and  Dinner! 

Nursery  provided  for  infants  and  toddlers! 

Kidz  Kingdom  for  ages  3-1 1  w/Hlasionut  Michael  Cooper 


MS  Audios 


Design  &  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video,  A  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


Trooper  Hale* 

info@msaudioHc.com 


P.0.  Box  1 573  Ph  601  -923-9947 
Clinton,  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

When  Members  Won't  Get  Along 

I  Corinthians  1:10-15,  26-29,  3:1-4  (NIV) 
Marion  D.  Duncan 


live  close  together  in  a  cos-  gifts  in  their  fellowship  and  the 
mopolitan  setting,  social,  eco-  Blessings  from  God.  Then  he 
nomic,  and  moral  problems  of  states  and  addresses  the  existing 
all  kinds  exist.  problem  of  quarreling  or  dissen- 

General  MacArthur  identified  sion  as  told  him  by  one  in  Chloe's 
the  problem  in  the  church  at  household.  He  points  to  the 
Corinth  and  in  many  of  our  mod-  inappropriateness  of  their  quar- 
«n  churches  when  he  observed  reling  by  calling  for  admission 
that  our  scientific  and  technolog-  from  them  about  their  loyalty 
ical  progress  has  far  outstripped  and  faithfulness.  For  example, 
our  progress  in  the  art  of  living  "Is  Christ  divided?"  "Was  Paul 
together  as  God  intended.  crucified  for  you?"  "Were  you 

A  definition  of  the  word  baptized  in  tne  name  of  Paul?" 
"unity"  is  in  order  before  look-  Paul  adds,  almost  in  parentheses, 
ing  at  the  focal  passages  in  1st  "lam  thankful  I  did  not  baptize 
igions  Corinthians,  chapter  1.  Webster  but  a  few  of  you!"  His  call  was  to 
X  “  the  quality  or  state  preach  the  gospel  not  to  baptize 
one;  oneness;  a  condi-  (I  Cot  1:17.) 
the  tion  of  harmony.  (Isn't  this  the  We  might  be  so  bold  as  to  say, 

desired  outcome  of  the  "What  they  did  is  absurd!  We 

lite,  Corinthian  dissension?)  From  would  never  be  guilty  of  such!" 

lames  Version,  we  Wouldn't  we?  Ours  may  be  other 
unity  to  mean  "per-  situations,  but  do  we  not  see  dis- 


Greeks.  Its  ideal  location 
attracted  Jews  and  other  people 
from  all  over  the  known  world 
making  it  the  most  cosmopoli¬ 
tan  city  of  its  day.  Slavery  was 
a  factor  that  brought  many 
nationalities  to  Corinth  making 
it  a  "melting  pot"  of  people. 

All  the  ancient  reli£;~— 
were  represented  in  Corinth — 

Greek  gods  and  goddesses. 

Eastern  mystery 
Egyptian  religion  of  Isis,  the 
immoral  wi 

and  the  ideology  of  the  Jews. 

The  worship  of  Aphrodite  had  _ _ 

brought  wealth  and  infamy  to  fectly  joined  together. 
.  the  old  city  and  gained  it  the  words  remind  me  of  t: 

athletes  ready  to  run."  reputation  of  the  most  licen- 

A  flourishing  seaport,  tious  city  of  its  day. 

Corinth  was  the  center  of  com-  From  the  description  of  the 
merce  and  industry,  as  well  as  city  of  Corinth,  we  see  many 
the  capital  of  the  Roman  of  the  marks  of  urban  culture 
province  of  Achaia  It  was  true  of  cities  of  every  age  — 
rebuilt  and  colonized  by  the  including  our  own.  When 
Romans,  soon  followed  by  the  very  large  numbers  of  people 


The  21st  Winter  Olympics 
held  in  February  2010  in 
Vancouver;  British  Columbia, 
Canada,  created  an  exciting 
precursor  to  the  study  of  First 
Corinthians.  At  the  time  Paul 
was  a  missionary  to  the 
Gentiles  in  Corinth,  the  city 
was  the  site  of  the  ancient 
Olympic  Games,  and  the  center 
of  sports  and  entertainment  — 
bom  very  important  aspects  of 
the  life  of  the  Greeks.  William 
Baird  observes,  "Jesus  saw 
people  as  sheep  without  a 


In  his  usual 


Explore  the  Bible 


tical  yet  distinct  from  land  flowing  with  milk  and  God  then  continued  His  instruc- 

the  Lord.  This  Angel »  honey,  the  land  of  the  Canaanites,  bons  to  Mo6es,  belling  him  to  go 

most  likely  a  pre-incar-  Hittites,  Amontes,  Perizzites,  and  assemble  the  elders  and  tell 
nate  appearance  of  Hivrtes  and  Jebusites  and  Moses  them  the  time  had  come  for 
Jesus  Chnst  (The  Bible  would  be  the  man  God  had  cho-  deliverance  from  their  bondage 
Speaks  Today,  J-A.  sen  to  complete  this  task.  and  the  fulfillment  of  tne 

Motyers,  pg  50-51 X  I  doubt  many  of  us  that  read  promise  of  the  land  Sowing  with 

As  Goa  revealed  his  the  Baptist  Record  have  person-  milk  and  honey 
purpose  to  Moses  at  ally  experienced  the  type  of  pro-  We  know  and  believe  that 
the  burning  bush,  the  longed  bondage  and  infanticide  God  is  a  God  of  power;  miracles 


regardless  of  how  trivial 
or  controversial  our  situa¬ 
tion  is,  God  hears  our 
groans  and  prayers  and 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


The  Baptist  Flecord  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  tor  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (to)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  AH  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 
wlH  he  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
torthe  address  below,  and  must  be  con- 
tauied  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
rrralf  lorm.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 
—OBofffitlirhmnnts  will  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  are^ecmssibie. 


Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who,  whet,  when,  where  details  of 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  cHgHai  printouts  are 
not  reproducible  Dtgrtal  photos  may  be  used  if 


BCV  Bi-Annual  Alumni  Reunion 


Mr  Harry  L.  Cole 

Mrs.  Harry  L  Cole 
Mary  Oinda  Conn 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  L 


Keith  &  Barbara  Starrett 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Balfour 


is  Berry  E  Victor  Couev  Ms.  Dimple  Jennings 

i  Mr.  It  Mrs.  Stuart  Allen  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Jerry  A. 

’ain  Edwin  Crosby  Stewart  Mike 

FBC,  Leland  Mrs.  Audrey  B.  Travis  Johnson 

Stephens  Mr.  It  Mrs.  Thomas  A. 

is.  Berry  E  Mrs.  Blouise  S.  Cummings  Ligon  Jr.  Chris 

t  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Greg  L  Opal  Jones 

Sykes  Wilkinson  Glenda  St  Jerry  Fry  Mr.  Pc 

rs.  Berry  E  Evan  Ivey,  Tommy  Sc  Quida  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Wfoody  D. 

i  Darsey  Rimes  Georg 

1  Tidwell  Sc  .  Mr  Sc  Mrs  John  Wayne  Gladys  Justice 

VanHom  James  Sc  Denise  Farrar  Mrs.  I 

is.  Frank  Curbs  "Sis'  Davenport  Dr.  Jack  Kahbforf 

Ms.  Mane  Northway 
Stepfather  oTObby  Khalal  Mr.Jai 
Glenda  A  jerry  Fry 
Mr.  Bobby  Kinabrevv  Mrs. 

Mr  Sc  Mrs.  Greg  L 
Wilkinson  Adin 

Matthew  Kirk 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Miles  Jeffery 
Frank  D  Laird  Robed 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jerry  Stsco 
Cousin  of  Theresa  Lassiter  Frank 

Glenda  A  Jerry  Fry 

Jo  Love  Little  Bud  R 

Dis  Milton  A  Janie 
Bradley 

Louis  Little  MissE 

Jo  A  Jimmie  Smithey 
Jason  Lofton  Dwayi 

Me  A  Mrs.  Jerry  Sisco 
James  Love,  III 


Mr  A  Mrs  Billy  H. 

Harris 

Father  of  Cheryl  Lloyd  Fallis 
Glenda  A  Jerry  Fry 
Me  Thrett  Felder 

Me  A  Mrs.  Greg  L. 

Wtown 

Thomas  D.  Ferrell 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Andy  Oakes 
Ruby  Jackson  Ford 

Galilee  Baptist  Church 
Ms.  Carole  C. 

Lockwood 
Mary  L.  Fowler 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Larry 
Benson 

Janiece  Freeman 

Glenda  A  Jerry  Fry 
Son  of  Don  A  Wilda  Geddie 
Glenda  A  Jerry  Fry 
DarrylGfoson 

Me  A  Mia.  Ernest  H.  N.T. 

Mrs.  cS^rllespw 

Me  A  Mrs  John  Wayne 
VmHorn 

Me  William 'BUT  Gordon 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Greg  L. 

Wilkinson 
Robert  (Bob)  Haley 

Glenda  A  Jerry  Fry 
Bro  Larry  Skeeter'  Halford 
First  Baptist  Church, 

Bude 

Mis.  Johnnie  Mae  HaD 

Mrs.  Rivers  R.  Catiedge 
Ms.  Jewell  Tunviee 
Mrs.  Clara  Faye  Keith 
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Netda  A  Jerry  May  :  NHOk'SWMHft 

Thidy  McAlexander  Beth  Sorrels  ■  W 

Mr  A  Mrs.  John  Wayne  Me  A  Mis.  JSmesE 

VanHnm  dark 

1  Sc  Donald  McDougal  Mrs.  Beth  Sorrels 
Mrs.  Mickey  Moore  A  Me  A  Mrs.  Greg  U. 

Family  Wilkinsoh  ' 

Mtflroy  Melvin  A  Mary  McJL'SUuM1  ’ 

Gienda  A  Jerry  Fry  Mr.  A  Mis.  John  S. 

Lula  McGaughey  Allred  ruir<  Tyqtv; 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Kenneth  E  Mrs.  Bonme  Stode  [■' 

Mount  Pleasant  B&  ni 

Gloster  t  “ 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  B.  E 

Nunnery  {'^  '  ‘ 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Greg  L  for. . 
Wilkinson 

Potie Stewart  ,  ... 

De  A  Mrs.  Phillip  B.  .  , 

M^A  Mis.  Wbody  D. 
Rimes  •  •t’1  • t- 


\  ro  Risith 

Me  Wilkam  A.  Hester 

m 

Howard  A  Midge  Samsel 

Rev.  A  Mrs  R.  L.  Sigrest 

oc  ws.  |inuny  Mnxn 
Mi*,  joy  M.  Brown 
Mrs.  Die  Scruggs 

BMe  Learners  98C, 

FBC  Sardis 
PatbA^LarrvSea^, 


Leoma  Middleton 

Glenda  A  Jerry  Fry 
Mrs.  Edna  Mills 

Ms.  Sheila  Tumage 
Mrs.  Ethel  Milk 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Eugene  L. 
_.  ..  Culpepper 
Eddie  Morns 

Me  A  Mrs.  Bobby  W. 
Dye 

Mrs.  Ruth  Mullen 

Me  A  Mrs.  Greg  L. 
ltfUdnson 


MeLD  Ashley 

VFW  Post  6809 
Mrs.  Nell  Austin 

Mr  A  Mrs.  John  Wayne 
VanHom 
Pauline  Brudey 

Ms.  Jewell  Tumage 
BufodCBtountn 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  EJ. 

SJonaker 

Yvalette  Bailey  Blue 

Ms  Linda  K_  Spencer 
Mrs.  Robert  (Jean)  Boone 
Ms.  Alaa  G.  Bynum 
Me  F.  E  Blister 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Craig 
Haskins 

Me  Leslie  D.  Brock 

Nelda  A  Jerry  May 
Mrs.  Frances  Brown 

Me  A  Mis.  John  Wayne 
VanHom 
Mr.  Donald  Butler 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Paul  D. 
Albritton 

Me  A  Mrs.  James  B. 
Carruth 

Mr  A  Mrs  Greg  L 
Wilkinson 
Mary  H.  Byrd 

Me  A  Mrs.  Jerry  Sisoo 
Mrs.  Barbara  Cain 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Jimmy 

MeC^ufeCjetisle 

Mr  A  Mrs  Jimmy 


Laffcrty 

Mother  of  Carolyn  Roberts 
Harlan 

Glenda  A  Jerry  Fry 
Mr  Eiland  Harm 

Me  A  Mrs.  Jimmy 
Jenkins 
Susan  Haskins 

Glenda  A  Jerry  Fry 
Ms  Frances  M.  Smith 
Edward  Hayman 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Kenneth 
Hawkins 

Mrs  Kay  Hayward 

Mr.  A  Mrs  John  Wayne 
VanHom 
Sue  Henry 

Mr  A  Mrs  John 
England 

Mrs  Annae  L.  Herrin 

Me  A  Mrs  R.  Miller 
Reid 

Elaine  Herring 

Me  W.  B.  Herring  Je 
Mrs  Donna  Fiester 

Mr  A  Mrs  Greg  L 
Wilkinson 
Richard  Hill 

Mr  A  Mrs  John  M. 
Cuiteelr 

Wilma  Jean  Ffiilman 

Ms  Bettye  Lou  Smith 
Brenda  Jo 'Jody'  Hoop 


The  bi-annual  reunion  for  The  Baptist 


Children's  Village  Alumni  is  scheduled  for 
Saturday,  July  10,  2010.  More  details  will 
be  published  in  The  Village  View  and  posted 
on  the  BCV  web  site,  Facebook  fan  page 
and  at  www.twitter.com/BCV  as  they 
become  available.  This  is  a  great  time  to 
catch  up  with  family  and  friends,  so  save  the 
date  and  make  plans  to  attend.  If  you  would 
like  to  be  added  to  the  BCV  Alumni  mail  list 
and  receive  registration  information  for  the 
event,  please  email  your  contact  infocma- 


Coast  pastor  uses  personal  touch,  MLSMO  to 


minister 


The  church  runs  “about  47,"  Brid| 
said.  Fifty  would've  been  a  roum 


Lorre-. 


knows  it's  47. 
have  his  cell 


‘  description,  but  Brie 

At  hundreds  of  small  churches  across  He  knows  all  47.  ' 
the  nation,  when  the  main  phone  num-  phone  number, 
ber  rings  during  the  week  there  is  no  “Brian  and  his  fai 
one  to  answer  it.  When  you  call  the  ing  the  communii 
main  number  of  West  Bay  Community  responding,"  said  ! 
Church  in  Waveland  —  the  number  list-  association^  miseio 
ed  on  the  Web  site  —  you  don't  just  get  Gulf  Coast  Associate 
an  answer.  church,  Mooney har 

You  get  Teaching  Pastor  Brian  "a  significant  impac 
Bridges,  on  his  cell  phone,  at  the  dress  families  in  the  area 
rehearsal  of  his  daughters'  school  play,  that  was  lacking  in  t 

_  -  .  .  .  «  .  1  _  A* _ *j  Ti _ _ • _ 


family,  and  his  church 
or-to-door  seeking  out 
a  method  that's  proven 


the  congrega-  Katrina  days,  and  they  had  deep  connec- 
icane  Katrina,  tions  to  the  town.  Bridges  said.  They  had 
g  back  over-  no  intention  of  moving  there.  In  fact, 
-taking  hands  they  were  heading  to  a  church  he'd  been 
ne  by  to  see  helping  start  in  Georgia. 

Hurricane  Katrina  changed  every - 
uilding  every  thing.  It  battered  die  Mississippi  Coast, 
>1  students  of  the  Waveland  community,  and 
includes  his  Waveland' s  First  Church  —  and  it  bat- 
a  myriad  of  tered  Bridges'  heart. 

"We  felt  that  God  wanted  us  to  start 
ronnect  across  rebuilding  churches  on  the  Gulf  Coast, 
i  the  home-  and  we  felt  like  it  was  the  right  time  to 
t  NASA  soen-  start  doing  that"  he  said.  "So  we  did." 
i  are  local  boat  He's  done  much  of  it  with  the  help  of 
the  Margaret  Lackey  State  Mission 


DAUGHTER'S  BAPTISM  —  Brian  Bridges,  teaching  pastor  at  West  Bay  Community 
Church  in  Waveland,  baptizes  his  daughter  Jc/ii,  age  8,  in  the  warm  waters  of  the 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  after  her  recent  profession  of  faith.  The  church,  which  is 
meeting  in  the  former  First  Church,  Waveland,  facility,  is  making  'a  significant 
impact  with  young  adult  families  in  the  area  and  filling  a  niche  that  was  lacking  in 
the  community,"  said  Stove  Mooney  ham.  missions  director  for  Gulf  Coast 
Association  in  Gulfport.  (Special  photo  courtesy  Of  Brian  Bridges) 


multi] 


having  a  real  church  family  is  like,  he  vital  support  for  church  plants  like  his 
added.  The  first  couple  to  join  the  in  the  state. 

church  was  previously  divoreea  and  felt  "We're  a  direct  benefit  of  that  every 

unwelcome  in  church.  Neither  had  month,"  Bridges  said.  "You  can  imagine 
darkened  the  door  in  ages  —  him,  two  the  myriad  of  things  we  would  need  to 
decades;  her,  12  years.  ,  get  this  running  and  keep  it  running. 

The  Bridges  family  knocked  on  their  and  the  offering  provides  that." 
door  and  invited  them  to  a  cookout.  The  MLSMO  has  now  become  a  year- 
Christ  can  work  miracles  over  a  grill,  round  missions  endeavor  that  is  nelp- 
Bridges  explained.  "They  are  now  some  ing  Mississippians  leam  about  nus- 
of  our  most  consistent  members."  sions,  pray  f 


sions,  and  do  missions.  It  is  used  to  tional  collegiate  ministry;  associations! 
fund  church  plants  like  West  Bay  mission  projects;  and  volunteer  mis- 
Comm unity  Church  as  well  as  min-  sionary  assistance, 
istries  suen  as  Garaywa  Camp  and  For  more  information  about  the 
Conference  Center;  Central  Hills  MLSMO,  visit  http:  /  /  wwwjnbcb.org/ 
Retreat;  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  mission_strategy/  missions.aspx. 

Relief  Task  Force;  literacy,  criminal  jus¬ 
tice,  and  language-ethnic  ministries; 

Christian  Women's  Job  Corps;  church 


i  College 
Alabama 


missions,  give  to  mis-  planting;  pastoral  benevolence;  interna 


CWJC  participant  excited  to  see  family  accept  Jesus  as  Savior 

By  Grace  Thornton  Last  year  the  41-year-old  mother  of  husband  Bryan  talking  with  the  pastor  said.  "Isi 

Correspondent  three  was  approached  by  a  friend  who  of  Byram's  Hillcrest  and  i«vo  anarch  ing_one  ] 

'  "  was  taking  GED  classes  from  CWJC,  a  members.  The  group  was  on  a  FAITH  To  top 

Pauline  Burt  has  cried  a  lot  lately  —  a  ministry  of  Woman's  Missionary  visit.  The  Burt  family  had  attended  plan  to 

whole  lot.  She  cries  at  church.  She  cries  Union  that  equips  women  for  life  and  Hillcrest' s  fall  festival,  so  they  had  their  graduate 

in  dass.  She  cries  at  home.  The  tears  of  employment.  The  friend  asked  if  Burt  names  as  prospects.  a  nurse  i 

joy  are  not  surprising,  she  said,  consid-  ana  her  oldest  daughter  Savanna,  22,  "Bryan  accepted  Jesus  Christ  that  Burt  sai< 
erxng  that  her  whole  life  has  changed.  would  like  to  take  the  classes,  too.  night  as  his  Lord  and  Savior,"  Burt  "one  da 

"When  you  take  Jesus  as  your  Lord  They  did.  said.  "1  cried.  I've  been  doing  that  a  spiritual 

and  Savior,  it's  by  far  the  best  change  in  "We  have  enjoyed  it  and  loved  the  lot  lately."  "I've  | 


I'm  working  on. 


